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Victoria’s new Fishing Rules: new bag and size limits
Victoria’s new Fisheries Regulations 2009 started on 2 March 2009. The new rules are designed to sustain our important fish stocks and to give all fishers a fair opportunity to catch some fish.
The new rules include smaller bag limits for flathead, mulloway, elephant fish, trout and estuary perch. New bag limits have also been introduced for some popular recreational species, including albacore, sweep, tailor, barracouta, gurnard, leatherjacket and redfin. Additionally, larger minimum legal sizes now apply for bream, flathead, Australian bass, silver trevally, luderick, Murray cod, mulloway and yellowtail kingfish.
The existing rules for the number of recreational rods and lines will continue. Anglers fishing marine waters may continue to use up to four lines. Anglers fishing inland waters may continue to use up to two lines.
The strong public interest shown in the review of the fishing regulations is a good sign for the future of Victoria’s fisheries.  A total of 854 submissions were received from the public in response to the draft Fisheries Regulations 2009.  
It is important to recognise that Fisheries Victoria and the fishing community will need to continue to be responsive to changes in fish stocks, environmental conditions or the community’s expectations about the management of our fisheries. Our fisheries rules or practices might need to be fine-tuned in the years ahead. This can be done through Fisheries Notices, Regulation amendments or targeted education activities.
The new Recreational Fishing Guide 2009/2010 is now available (free of charge) from over 900 tackle shops and other retailers that sell recreational fishing licences. A new 60cm Fish Length Ruler with updated minimum legal lengths for popular recreational target species will also be available (free of charge) from major recreational fishing licence sellers. Both of these products are also available through DPI offices or by ringing the DPI Customer Service Centre on 136 186. 

Information explaining the changes to the fisheries regulations is summarised in Fact Sheets that are available on the Fisheries Victoria homepage at www.dpi.vic.gov.au/fishing.  
For more information about the new regulations visit www.dpi.vic.gov.au/fishing or ring the DPI Customer Service Centre on 136 186. For anyone with an interest in reading the detail of the new Fisheries Regulations 2009 these are available on the Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents web site (http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au).

Stocking Summary
The following waters were stocked by Fisheries Victoria during the months of January and February 2009.
	Date
	Water
	Species
	No.
	Date
	Water
	Species
	No.

	5/01
	Loddon River
	MC
	20,000
	28/01
	Hume Lake
	GP
	47,000

	6/01
	Kerferd Lake
	TC
	2,280
	
	Allans Flat Dredge Hole
	GP
	1,000

	7/01
	Reedy Lake (First)
	MC
	500
	
	Sambell Lake
	GP
	5,000

	
	Charm Lake
	MC
	500
	29/01
	Nagambie Lake
	MC
	23,000

	
	Kangaroo Lake
	MC
	500
	
	Cullulleraine Lake
	MC
	10,000

	12/01
	Goulburn River
	MC
	50,000
	29/01
	Avoca River
	MC
	10,000

	
	Greens Lake
	MC
	10,000
	4/02
	Eildon Pondage Weir
	BT
	50

	14/01
	Kangaroo Lake
	MC
	1,500
	
	Eildon Pondage Weir
	RT
	75

	19/01
	Mitta Mitta River
	MC
	10,000
	26/02
	Cudgewa Creek
	MC
	5,000

	19/01
	Pyramid Creek
	MC
	10,000
	26/02
	Eildon Lake
	MC
	15,000


 (MC = Murray cod, TC – trout cod, GP = golden perch, BT = brown trout, RT = rainbow trout)

Boat Launching Returns to Lake Purrumbete

Public boat launching has been restored to the waters of Lake Purrumbete, near Camperdown in Victoria’s south-west. Anglers once again have full access to this popular and productive fishing location.

The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) has been working closely with Parks Victoria and other agencies to facilitate the urgent establishment of a boat ramp at Lake Purrumbete, taking into account all of the relevant statutory and public safety requirements.  

As a result of this collaboration, a new gravel track 400 metres north of the Lake Purrumbete Caravan Park has been built, leading to a natural rock platform from which boats can be launched. The work was primarily funded through DPIs Enhanced Recreational Fisheries Program which aims to enhance recreational fishing opportunities throughout Victoria. 

The DPI recognises Lake Purrumbete as a renowned fishing spot with important economic and community benefits. The odds of catching a fish were recently boosted with Fisheries Victoria stocking 10,000 trout in March 2009 and a further 35,000 scheduled later in 2009.

The cooperation of the neighbouring landowners has been a vital part of the process to create a new access road to the lake. Anglers are asked to respect the privacy of nearby neighbours, particularly as the track runs across private land to the lake.

Lake Purrumbete is an acclaimed fishing location in Victoria. The lake helps to generate significant local revenue each year, along with number of other important benefits for the local community. Small things like keeping vehicle speeds under 15 kilometres per hour, taking rubbish home, not shining headlights on neighbouring houses and keeping vessel speeds under five knots will all contribute to the shared enjoyment of fishing returning to the lake.

Fishy Fact – golden perch

In 1938, a record golden perch weighing 24.6 kg (54 pounds!) was caught from Kow Swamp, Victoria.
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